FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


No.  1 1-31-29 

A quarterly  summary  of  the  mgs,  in  San  Jose,  Berkeley,  Palo 
-meetings  and  concerns  of  th  Col-  Alto  and  Los  Gatos  with  notes  in- 
lege  Park  group  of  Friends’  meet-  teresting  to  Friends. 


At  the  December  meeting  of 
Palo  Alto  Friends  Dr.  Anna  Cox 
Brinton  had  the  happy  idea  that 
a summary  of  the  doings  in  the 
above  meetings  might  be  prepared 
each  quarter.  The  suggestion 
deepened  into  a concern  and  a 
minute  was  made  that  Anna 
Brinton,  J.  Murray  Luck  and  Ar- 


thur Heeb  confer  on  the  matter 
and  report.  It  seemed  best  after 
surveying  the  available  material 
to  publish  a sample  of  what  a 
quarterly  bulletin  might  become. 
Interested  Friends  are  asked  to 
help  with  notes  and  suggestions. 
The  name  Friends  Bulletin  was 
adopted  as  a temporary  title. 


College  Park  Meeting , San  Jose 


At  the  monthly  meetings  at 
College  Park  a very  interesting 
series  of  adresses  were  given  dur- 
ing the  past  quarter.  In  October 
Laura  Fitinghoff  read  a paper 
prepared  by  Isaac  Gover  on  the 
“Early  Quakers  at  Nantucket.” 
It  was  as  quaint  as  it  was  reveal- 
ing. In  November  the  Semi-An- 
nual devoted  an  hour  to  the  Mem- 
orial of  the  late  Elizabeth  Shel- 
ley. An  article  from  the  London 
Friend  written  by  Joseph  Burt 
Davy  was  a tribute  to  this  in- 
spiring minister  and  Friend. 
Many  expressions  of  apprecia- 
tion of  the  life  of  Elizabeth  Shel- 
ley were  given. 

In  December  Pearl  Wilson  Mc- 
Pherson gave  a talk  on  her  exper- 
iences in  Mexico.  Mrs.  McPher- 


son was  reared  in  College  Park 
meeting  and  her  remarks  were 
very  much  appreciated.  In  Janu- 
ary Mary  Meyrick  principal  of 
the  Kingsley  Coaching  Center 
Palo  Alto  gave  a talk  on  educa- 
tional standards  “Looking  Both 
Ways.”  By  her  sane  grasp  of  ed- 
ucational methods,  she  made1 
some  of  the  Friends  feel  how 
much  a Friends  school  is  needed 
in  this  part  of  California. 

The  Memorial  to  Mary  Moore 
is  to  be  held  at  the  March  Month- 
ly Meeting  at  College  Park.  The 
next  Bulletin  will  give  a full  ac- 
count of  this  meeting  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  many  Friends  who 
have  known  the  beauty  of  soul 
and  character  of  this  beloved 
Friend. 


Berkeley  Meeting  of  Friends 


On  January  18  Berkeley  Meet- 
ing held  a social  in  the  meeting 
house  Vine  and  Walnut  streets. 
After  a pleasant  repast  an  ingen- 
ious guessing  game  in  the  form 
of  an  “art  exhibit”  arranged  by 
Hannah  Erskine  absorbed  the 
attention  of  all.  Wells  Lovquist 
followed  with  a violin  solo  and 
Anna  Brinton  gave  an  address. 

Berkeley  Friends  have  recently 
been  helped  by  the  presence  and 
messages  of  Rachel  Rutter  of 
London  England  and  Henry 


Sandners  of  the  Orange  Grove 
meeting  in  Pasadena. 

Friend  Hennry  Fry  of  San 
Francisco  has  recently  published 
a pamphlet  entitled  “What  is 
Truth.” 

A paper  read  by  Howard  Brin- 
ton at  a conference  of  ministers 
and  elders  of  Philadelphia  Yearly 
Meeting,  entitled,  “Vocal  Minis- 
try and  Quaker  > Worship”  and 
printed,  in  serial  form  in  the  Phil- 
adelphia Friend  has  been  reprint- 
ed as  a.  pamphlet.  Copies  can  be 


obtained  from  Friends  Book 
Store,  304  Arch  Street,  Philadel- 
phia. 


HANNAH  ERSKINE’S  NOTE 

“Monday  while  we  were  cross- 
ing the  bay  to  San  Rafael  to  visit 
some  oid  Friends,  I happened  to 
point  out  the  State  Prison  at  San 
Quentin  and  she  said:  ‘We  must 
go  there!'  First  Mrs.  Rutter  in- 
terviewed the  warden,  told  him 
of  the  prison  work  she  had  done 
in  England  as  a Friend,  her  vis- 


it to  Sing  Sing  and  Joliet  and 
other  prisons  in  this  country.  Af- 
terwards we  were  taken  to  the 
women’s  building  and  given 
lunch. 

We  also  visited  the  library'  of 
the  men’s  department.  Mrs.  Rut- 
ter was  much  impressed  with 
the  educational  work  at  this  pris- 
on.” 

When  Rachel  Rutter  was  in 
Berkeley  recently  she  not  only 
united  the  meeting  for  worship, 
but  spoke  in  the  afternoon  of  her 
visit  to  Palestine. 


Stanford  Palo  Alto  Friends  Meeting 


This  meeting  was  organized 
under  the  articles  of  the  College 
Park  Association  of  Friends  on 
First  Day  August  19  at  the  cam- 
pus home  of  Howard  and  Anna 
rinton.  Augustus  T.  Murray  Pre- 
sided and  J.  Murray  Luck  and 
Walter  Brown  were  named  as 
clerks.  Later  Samuel  Peters  was 
chosen  treasurer. 

Since  then  regular  monthly 
meetings  have  been  held  on  the 
third  Sunday  of  each  month. 
Meetings  for  worship  have  been 
held  regularly  at  the  Community 
House,  then  Dr.  Murray’s 
study  and  later  at  the  study  of 
the  Unitarian  church,  Cowper 
and  Channing  streets,  since  June 
1928.  Friends  are  very  thankful 
for  the  quiet  meeting  place  made 
available  by  the  Unitarian  Socie- 
ty. A copper  and  redwood  sign 
“Friends  Meeting”  for  the  en- 
trance was  donated  by  a Friend, 
and  as  one  regular  worshiper 
said:  “We  are  beginning  to  feel 
at  home.” 

Co-operating  with  Berkeley,  Col- 
lege Park  and  Los  Gatos  meet- 
ings Palo  Alto  has  supported  the 
concern  of  Hannah  Erskine  to 
the  Governor  of  California  con- 
cerning the  presence  of  numer- 
ous witnesses  at  executions  at 
San  Quentin  and  also  protesting 
against  capital  punishment.  This 
concern  petition  was  signed  by 
four  meetings.  The  Governor’s 
secretary  writes : “The  Governor 
is  in  entire  accord  with  the  views 
expressed  in  your  letter  and  it 
is  his  understanding  that  only 


the  necesary  number  of  witnesses 
are  permitted  to  attend  execu- 
tions.” Copies  of  the  Friends’  let- 
ter were  sent  to  the  wardens  at 
San  Quentin  and  Folsom  by  the 
Governor. 

The  concern  of  J.  Murray  Luck 
calling  attention  to  the  evil  ef- 
fects of  Navy  Day  as  an  influ- 
ence against  Peace  of  Nations 
was  given  much  consideration. 
After  deliberation  it  was  thought 
best  to  formulate  the  concern  as 
a letter  to  the  public  press.  The 
fina  1 paragraph  of  this  letter 
reads : 

“We  unite  in  the  condemna- 
tion of  all  warfare  and  express  our 
lack  of  confidence  in  the  use  of 
armies  and  navies  as  instruments 
of  justice  and  peace.  Believing 
them  to  be  unnecessary  for  the 
safety  and  well-being  of  man- 
kind, urge  the  citizens  of  all  na- 
tions to  strive  for  their  early  ab- 
olition.” 

This  letter  was  signed  by  the 
clerks  of  the  Berkeley,  Palo  Alto, 
Los  Gatos  and  Semi-Annual 
Meeting  of  College  Park,  San 
Jose. 

Murray  and  Eloise  Luck  in  re- 
sponse to  their  concern  on  relief 
for  the  stricken  miners  of  Penn- 
sylvania were  asked  to  corre- 
spond with  the  Welfare  Depart- 
ment of  that  State.  A letter  from 
Wilbur  K.  Thomas  of  the  Friends 
Service  Committee  assured  them 
that  the  relief  organizations  of 
this  state  are  not  discriminating 
against  strikers  but  that  where 
want  and  hunger  exists  it  is  be- 


ing  impartially  relieved. 

The  Palo  Alto  meeting  in  the 
past  months  has  grown  very 
much.  The  meeting  has  enjoyed 
the  presence  of  various  visiting 
Friends  among  them  : Sarah  Gil- 
bert of  Philadelphia  Meeting, 
Marian  Haynes  of  the  Chester 
Meeting,  now  teaching  at  Cas- 
tilleja  School  and  Mr.  Dallas. 
Letters  from  Friends  who  had 
visited  Palo  Alto,  James  Reed  of 
Philadelphia  John  R.  Weske  now 
of  Schenectady  and  Peter  Gul- 
brandsen  now  of  Chicago  were 
read  and  much  enjoyed. 

Catherine  Cox  Miles  is  prepar- 
ing a “minute  of  liberation’’  for 
the  beloved  Friends  Augustus 
and  Nella  Murray  without  whose 
hospitality  and  inspiration  this 
- meeting  would  have  scarcely 
have  remained  in  existence,  and 
whose  departure  for  Washington 
will  be  deeply  felt  by  all  our 
members. 


Through  the  suggestion  of 
Samuel  Peters  treasurer  a small 
box  for  voluntary  contributions 
has  been  placed  in  the  entry.  He 
is  also  preparing  a budget  for  the 
coming  six  months  to  be  sent  to 
all  interested  Friends  around 
Palo  Alto. 

The  program  for  the  Semi-An- 
nual meeting  of  the  College  Park 
Association  to  be  held  at  Palo  Al- 
to, Saturday,  May  4,  is  being  pre- 
pared by  the  following  commit- 
tee. J.  Murray  Luck,  Mary  Mey- 
rick,  Samuel  Peters,  Elizabeth 
Todd,  Robert  Brinton  of  Mayfield, 
Howard  Brinton  of  Mills  College, 
Katherine  Satterthwaite  of  San 
Jose,  Rebecca  Snow  of  Los  Gat- 
os and  Lester  Rountree  of  Car- 
mel. It  is  hoped  that  some  Friend, 
possibly  Henry  Hodgkin  or  Ruf- 
us Jones,  may  be  in  California  at 
that  time  so  that  some  outsand- 
ing  message  may  be  given  at  the 
college  center. 


The  Los  Gatos  Meeting 


Los  Gatos  Friends  have  been 
meeting  at  Vista  Amistosa  the 
home  of  Arthur  and  Rose  Heeb 
for  the  past  five  months.  It  has 
been  found  that  in  the  surround- 
ings of  this  town  there  are  some 
16  Friends.  Rebecca  Snow  has 
been  named  clerk  of  the  meeting 
which  has  only  an  informal  or- 
ganization. On  account  of  the 
nearness  of  established  meetings 
the  meeting  for  forship  is  held 
at  5 p.  m.  the  second  Sunday  of 
each  month.  A box  luncheon  at 
six  is  followed  by  a program  de- 
voted to  Quaker  subjects.  How- 
ard Brinton  spoke  on  “Quaker- 
ism and  Science.”  William  James 
of  Berkeley  spoke  on  “Quaker 
Experience”  and  gave  a most  en- 
lightening expression  of  his 
Quaker  bringing-up.  Anna  Cox 
Brinton  speaking  of  “Quaker 
Art”  gave  a most  charming  ac- 
count of  Quaker  living. 

Visitors  have  expressed  them- 
selves at  these  meetings  as  did  St. 
Paul : “Thou  almost  persuadest 
me.”  Robert  Clark  has  been  asked 
to  talk  on  “Quaker  Principles  and 
Projects."  Otha  Thomas  will 
speak  on  “Quaker  Women"  and 


Arthur  Heeb  promises  a talk  on 
“Quakerism  in  the  Poetry  of  Walt 
Whitman.” 

At  this  meeting  Arthur  Heeb 
voiced  a concern  which  grew 
out  of  a letter  of  Judge  Franklin 
A.  Griffin  trial  judge  in  the 
Thomas  J.  Mooney  conviction 
some  twelve  years  ago.  This 
judge  deplores  any  influnece 
brought  to  bear  on  this  prisoner 
to  apply  for  a parole  instead  of  a 
pardon  when  he  feels  himself  to 
be  innocent.  Many  people  in  Cal- 
ifornia beside  the  Judge  and  Jury 
believe  Mooney  is  innocent.  Con- 
science is  all  important  t o 
Friends.  After  much  deliberation 
a letter  was  drawn  up.  Palo  Al- 
to Friends,  Berkeley  Friends  re- 
vised this  letter  and  at  a Meeting 
of  Friends  at  Pacific  Grove,  De- 
cember 30,  1928,  Friends  felt  that 
even  applying  for  a pardon  was 
in  a sense  an  admission  of  guilt. 
Yet  this  seemed  the  only  practical 
thing.  Letters  signed  by  the 
clerks  of  Palo  Alto,  Los  Gatos, 
Pacific  Grove  and  Berkeley  have 
been  sent  to  Governor  Young 
pointing  out  the  position  of 
Friends  in  this  matter. 


Friends  Caravan  To  Pacific  Grove 


A concern  for  a meeting-  at  Pa- 
cific Grove  had  been  voiced  about 
a year  ago  at  College  Park  met- 
ing. In  November  the  plans  took 
shape  at  Palo  Alto  when  Ploward 
and  Anna  Brinton  expressed  a 
desire  to  unife  the  meeting  after 
Arthur  and  Rose  1 1 eeb  and  Re- 
becca Snow  voiced  this  concern. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Ev- 
erett Cunningham  at  Pacific 
Grove  a meeting  was  held  at  his 
home  December  30  at  4 p.  m. 
Five  people  united  the  meeting 
for  worship  in  a most  impressive 
way.  Prof,  and  Mrs.  Root  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  city  and  glad- 
ly came  in  to  unite  and  greet  old 
Friends.  Edward  Berwick  for  his 
peace  lectures  rated  by  some  as 
more  than  a Friend  and  his  wife 
were  present.  There  were  16  pres- 
ent at  the  meeting  for  worship. 
In  the  evening  Dr.  Brinton  spoke 
on  “Quaker  Thought  and  Prin- 


ciples” at  the  meeting  place  of 
the  Theosophical  Society  there 
were  about  25  present  and  they 
much  enjoyed  the  message  of  the 
Friends. 

The  meetings  were  so  impres- 
sive that  some  talk  was  heard  of 
holding  meetings  quarterly  at 
Pacific  Grove.  Aside  from>the 
warm  interest  manifested'  Ber- 
nard Rountree  and  wife,  old  Erfg- 
lish  Friends,  were  discovered. 
Mrs.  Rountree  attended  both 
meetings  and  deplored  the  fact 
that  neither  were  in  the  habit  of 
uniting  the  meetings  of  Friends. 
While  sno  other  Friends  have 
been  discovered  the  caravan  on 
the  whole  was  so  fruitful  in 
things  of  the  spirit  that  it  woul<J» 
seem  a very  good  projsef'ior 
some  of  our  young  Friends  ir> 
Berkeley  and  Palo  Alto  to  make 
this  caravan  meeting  a regular 
quarterly  caravan. 


Augustus  Murray  at  Washington 

By  HOWARD  BRINTON 


Dr.  Augustus  T.  Murray,  pro- 
fessor of  classical  languarges  at 
Stanford  University  and  for 
many  years  president  of  the  Col- 
leg  Park  Association  of  Friends, 
San  Jose,  will  reside  in  Wash- 
ington during  the  first  year  of  the 
Hoover  administration.  Dr.  Mur- 
ray goes  in  fulfillment  of  a con- 
cern for  service  in  the  ministry  at 
the  Irving  street  Friends  Meet- 
ing. 

It  has  been  erroneously  stated, 
both  in  the  public  press  and  in 
the  Friends  papers  that  he  will 
serve  as  pastor  of  the  meeting. 
This  has  been  vigorously  denied 


both  by  Dr.  Murray  and  by  Ruf- 
us Jones  who  shares  the  concern 
for  the  welfare  of  the  Washing- 
ton meeting.  College  Park 
Friends  who  have  received  so 
much  spiritual  help  and  refresh- 
ment from  Dr.  Murray  realize 
the  depth  of  his  convictions  re- 
garding the  supreme  value  of  un- 
programmed meetings  for  wor- 
ship on  a basis  of  silence,  and  be- 
lieve he  will  carry  out  these  con- 
victions as  far  as  the  difficult 
circumstances  will  permit.  We 
shall  miss  his  inspiring  presence 
in  our  meetings.  Our  prayers  go 
with  him. 


Notes 


Friends  will  be  glad  to  hear 
that  Howard  and  Anna  Brinton 
have  decided  to  stay  at  Mills  Col- 
lege indefinitely.  Anna  Brinton 
is  professor  of  Archeology  and 
Art  History  and  Howard  Brin- 
ton. is  head  of  the  department  of 
Religion.  Friends  meetings  are 
feeling  the  stimulus  of  these  two 
Friends  in  our  midst  and  the 
news  that  they  purchased  some 
California  soil  with  the  idea  of' 
binding  is  good  news  indeed. 

Mills  College  whose  president 


Dr.  Aurelia  Reinhart  is  so  wide- 
ly known  for  her  Christian  lead- 
ership is  also  feeling  the  vital 
grasp  the  Brintons  have  on 
Friends  principles.  At  the  vesper 
hour  recently  Howard  Brinton 
addressed  the  assembly  on  “Mys- 
ticism.” The  following  is.  most 
suggestive  “Mechanism  — No 
Way  to  God,’’  The  Psuedo-  -Di- 
onysius and  One  Way  to  God,” 
“Jacob  Boehme  and  Two  Ways 
to  God”  and  “Von  Hugel  and 
Three  Ways  to  God.” 


